CHOKHA MELA 


Chokha was a young boy when he First heard the cali of the Lord. But 
all attempts to enter temples were thwarted by those who only saw 
him as a Mahar - an untouchable. However, Chokha's devotion was 
such that his heart became a temple, and he sang with purity and 
complete faith. Chokha Mela’s Abhangs or verses echo to this day 
around the temples of Maharashtra. 
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CHOKHA MELA 



OHE EVBV/A/S, TOW4EPS THE CIOSE OP THE I 
TH/JETEEHTH CENTUJ&/, 4 PEW MAHAE 30VS 
WEPE PLAY/MG HUTUTU OUTSfPE THEJ& HUTS 
AT MANGALVEPHE /Si SOLAPUE P/ST&JCT... j 


,„WHEH THE SLOW, STEAPV CLAME OP 

temple BElls eamg ¿v the tw/l/ght 

HCVP. I-- 





AS THE CLAAJG OP THE 3E¿LS SECAME 
LOUPEE, CLEAEEE AMD MOEE /MSJSTEHT, 
OVE OP THE BOVS SOPPEHLV S7ÜQP ST/LL 
AMO L/STEHEP. “COME, CHOHHA, COME' 
7HEV SEEMEP TQ CALL. |- 





CHOKHA J 

wheee aze you 

. &OIN& 7> , 


TO THE TEMPLE \ 
INITO THE 
v TEMPLE} / 



YOU CAN’TlHOU 
MUSTN’T ! YOU AZ E 
A MAHAZ* COME 
BACKy CHOKHA? 
COME &ACK... 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


r ~BUT CHOHHA HAS POSSESSEP BY 
THE CALL OP THE BELLS. HE RAN 
OH, 



AT THE TEMPLE THE ARAT! 
IVAS ABOUT TO BEO/N. 



THE TEMPO OH THE CLANS/NS 
3ELLS QU/CHENED AND THE/R 
VOLOME ROSE TO A CRESCENDO. 



SOMETH/NG ST/RREP /N THE VERY DEPTHS OP 




HE BESAN TO PUSH H/S MAY THROUSH THE CROfVPS. 
ABSORBED /H THE/R PRAYERS THE LESSER CHES 
HARPLV HOT/CED H/M AND MECHAN/CAL¿V MADE HAY- 
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CHOKHA MELA 



WHEN HE REACHEP THE SANCTUM 
SANC7VRUM THE UHP/SPUTEP PRESE 
OP THE H/GHEST CASTE AND C¿ASS 


CHHI f CHHI l IT’S 
CHOHHA MELA, 
THAT SON OP 
. A MAHAR J 


HOW PARE VOU COME HE RE ♦ 
ANP AT THtS AUSPICIOOS 
HOURJ &ET OUT OF MERE, j 
WOU PIRTY FELLOH" / 


' I- t am \ 
NOT OIRTH. 

I SATHE EVEEy 
. PAH ANO,.. 


LOOh y TMEV ARE 
CLEAN. I AM 
v CLEAN » y 


WORP 


WRETCH! 





































































































































































































































































AMAR CHURA KATHA 


THKOW HIM OUTj 
THE FELLOW 
HAS ALREAPY 
TOUCHED 
WOU. 



MAKE WA'fl 
MAKE WAV ! IT'S 
A MAHAfcl 



ONE WORD 
MORE AND 
l’LL BEAT THE 




latee IVHEM THE ABATI HAS OVEE AA/D 

PEGOLE H'BeE MAH/M3 THE/# HAY 
HOMEWAEP THE'i SAW A L/TTLE BOY 
MUDPLED UP&Y THE H/AY&/PE. HJS 
BOPy AEWED AS E= HE WEEE SOBBWG. 
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REALLH? 
HCW PIP HOU 
F\NP HIM 
. OUT P y 


GET OUT 
I HAVE 

\ 


WHAT’S THE 

P 


HOU 

UP« 


X 




THAT LOUT OF A MAHAR 
WPS TRHING TO SLIP 
PAST THE MAIN GATE 
INTO THE TEMPLE f 


THE MOMENT HE 
SPOHE. HfS VULGAR 
SPEECH — HIS WORPS 
H1S ACCENT — GAVE 
HtM AWAV• 


AMAR CHURA KATHA 


ment ro 


r 


PLEASE LET ME 
PASS. I TOO WANT 
TO GO I N ANP SEE 
\ THE LOCO. y 


HEH 


CHOKHA MELA 





HOU SEEM TD BE 
A STRANGER IN 
THESE PARTS > 
GOOP MAN . 



r OH f HAl'E HOU 
' HAP ANHTHING TO 
i EATP OBVIOUSLV 
L NOT. HOU LOO* 
k W EAh ANP 

■k. TIREP . < 


CHOHHA PUAS STUNNED. HE HAD NOT 
HNOPUN SUCH H/NDNESS 3SAO/RE. H£ 
COULD NOT SAy A PVOGD. HE COULO 



NOT MOVE 


WEAH 
, COME 




1 V; * 


1/ iáf jVrj tf 
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I pon’t KNOW. 

I SAW that he 

WAS HUNGBVAND 
WEAK, SO I BBOUOHT 
WIM HOME. 


IVOMAN 


whO is 

THAT MAN? 
WHAT IS HIS 


ANP AVAHE SOME 
k. FOC HIM . 


WHAT 

ABOiíT *iOU? 
WILL YOU 
EAT IEIGHT 
AWAY ? 


IF IT POESN’T, WHV 
PON’T THE BRAHMAN S 
LET US EAT IVITH 

THEM F . 


NO. l’LL 
LAT WfTH 
HÍM. 


WHAT 


WHAT; WITHOUT 
HNOWWG H<5 CASTEj 
WHAT IF HE IS 
A SHüP/eA f o/e 

wojese st/ll, an 

UNTOüCHABLE f 


¿4 TE JE WH£A/ HE OAME OUT 
W/TH THE GEUEL — f J 7~T 


r K.J i>ll 

MAKE THE 
GRUEL &UT HE 
WILL EAT IT QU' 


ANP 

YOU W/L L 
EAT »N 









k - 

,— 

7 \*l 

i 

* i 




AMAR CHURA KATHA 
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CHOKHA MELA 


ONE BY ONE THE BLOWS BALLj 
ONE BY ONE I FACE THEM. 
YET THEEE IS NO ENP TO THEmJ 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 



THE HEPUOU^ OH THE/E SOMG AMO 
THE /HTEVS/TV OH THE/& PEVOT/O*/ 


CA5T A SPELL OA/ HIM. —j 





vithalaJ 

VITHALAt 


VITH/U.A J 


VITHALA* 

VITHALA* 


* A VfitsuA/AVA secr , H/HOSE MEMBERS MAXE REGULAR PIL6RIMAGES 


TO PANDHARPüR 


VITHALA... 

SHTHALA... 


4HTEG 04 ys oh TG 4 VELUMG THEV EEACHEP PA/S/PHA&PU& . 


CHOKHA MELA 



HE BATHED 4a/P WASHEP MS CLOTHES //V 







1*7/A* 


STCANóe \S TW£ 
POWEJe QF THie PLACE i 
I H*VE S££N M 4 NV 

I MA6E$ f HEAEP 
STOfZlES OF THE LDBP 
BUT NEV'E/e H4VE 
I KN/0WN SUCH 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 







NOW I SEE THE 
PATH OF SALVA!ION 
FOfS ME, I W»LL 
FOLLO IV JT, COME 
WH*T AW, 
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CHOKHA MELA 



UP TO THE MAIN GATE 


S£G/W TO R/N3 


vithala ! 


As THE 3ELLS RAN6 


5 r 





V^(1L 

* i h 

a M 1 

M 

i c 

jjí 



QNLY LONG 
OVE# P/P HE 


THE APfíT! IVHS 
T HEM. f 


I 


A/V\ 

JEFUL TO 
OU THAJ I CAN ¡ 
STANP AT THIS 
GATE ANO LOOH ' 
T0H'*fcP5 VüuJ 
O LORO. 1 




























































































































































































































































































AMAR CHURA KATHA 




HOW DARE HOU 
VwiST THE IMAó£5 
OF L EARNEP 
VOU CROOKEP 
A\AHARf 



CHOHH4 MAV 
BE CROOKEP E 
HIS FAITH ÍS 
V NOT. 
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CHOKHA MELA 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 


hvej?s WSTE4D. 









IF HE HAP 
AH IOTA OF 10\)E 
FOP VOU HE WOULP 
HAVE TAHEN VOU 
INTO HIS TEMPLE 
WOULDN’T HE? 
WOÜLPN/’T 

he 7 






7 




* 


4 | 




~rl- l 






IVWV 

VOU SíLENTP 
WHV PON’T VOU 
ANJ5WEP THAT 
QUESTIOW? 


WHATEVEC 
I TfcV I: 

A WASTE. I ONLV 


IN 


CETUEN 


% 


!/> 


I 


7 


_ 


i 




y 



16 




OF WHÍCH I AM WITH 
VOU, CHOKHA. COME 
TO ME. NOW IF 
V VOU WILL, 


CHOKHA MELA 


NO. NO 

CHOKHA! PON’T 
LET HOUB FAITH 
BE SHAKEN BH THE 

WOPPS OF THE 

PEIEST. IFVOUSO 
pESIRE.THE LORP 
WILL TAKE VOU 
INTO HIS TEMPLE. 

i 


".FOL/ND H/MSELf= WALM/AK5 TOW/UZDS THE T¿\MHLE. 




• ti 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 


ZH THE CWW HfGHT HOWEVEG, HE STOOP\ 
EOOTBP 70 THE GBOtNP OUTS/PE THZE MAN 

&rrEj the lzmzts man hap set aoe hím. 



CHOKHA. ENTEC. 
WHV PO WOU 

hesitóte? have 

VOU NO FAITH 
IN ME P 




o 






IF I COULP B£ 
POLLUTEP BV VOU-, 

I VVOULPN’T SE GOC\ 
WHV, í WOULPN’T 
HAVE GIVEN VOU LIFE 
¿NP THE POWEJC 
OF VE/tRHfNG 

Foe me ; 


1 





ri 


fn 

i i. 


! ' 
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CHOKHA MELA 


/V/S H/WPS £>¿/LLEP AH/AY 




— ANO HUGG/NG TT , AELL /NA SWOON. 



CHOKHA CAME TV , IT MAS MO&N'NGJT 
P/P NOT SU&PGTSE CG SHOCK H/M ZN THE 
LEAST TO H/NP H/MSELH WHEj£E H£ WAS. 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 




W V-VOU, HOü ^ 

FILTH^ MAHARÍ 
HOW PARE VOU COME 
IN HEREP H-HAVE 


PHARMA ? A-AREN*! ' 
AFRAlP OF «*OUR 
V KARATA? 


X \ KNOIV 
NOTH/NG OF 
PHAZMA 
ANP KARMA, 
VEPA OR 
SHASTRA, 


JUST THEM THE TEMPLE 
PE/EST 3UEST /V. i- r 


HHEH HE SAW CHOHHAj HE MS 
SHOCHEP 3EVCW0 JEEASOH. 







HOW CAN I PEFJLE 609 P 
CAN AN UNTOUCHA&LE ' 
FOLLOTE THE GANGA? 
CAN A SINNER WALhING 
OVER MOTHEJR EARTH 








SANCTIT V P 





IT’S SO simple, 0 priest. 

PON^ VOÜ UNPEñSTANP f 600 
IS ABOVE POLLUTION# I HAVE 
SEEN HíM, SPOHEN 
WfTH HIM » 


CHOKHA MELA 






IN FACT 
' VOO SHOULO NC 

LONGER rema/n 

IN PANDHARPUR-, 
LEST THE LORP 
TAHE HOU INTO 
THE TEMPLE 
AGAIN ? 




...ANO WEHT AHlAY P/EOM 

70 THE OPPCSTTE BAJ+i OP 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 



EX/LSD CHOHHAy COULD AC7 

h/s wae&s, the ep/sope /a/ 


though he HPP 

WKKmh/m , 





Slif? 


«.'i 



600 15 flBDVT 

POLLUTI on 



;o« 




VVEJ5E THE Y 
THE K'OCPS OF 
/A MAPMAN P 
C(5 PIP THE 
LCeP EEALLV 
APPEAfc 
EFOÍ 
HIM 


■ rt '“ I HAVE 5EEN 

fHIM* N 

H/Mf 





V/ 


IF 50 WHV HASN’T 
HE APPEACEP 
BEFOSE ME ? I HAVE 
SEJSVEP HÍM ALL 
THE SE VEA £5 ANP 
AFTEE ALL, I BELONS 
TO THE HISHEST 


iO/ 


\ 


A 


w 


V: 




ÍÑO. »T CAN’T 
l&E. THE MAN 15 
A UARy A CHEAT. 
3UT WOULP ANV 
MAN PASE LIE 
A&OuT THE 
LOEP ? 


c 


O 


V 


* 

v 


f 




H 






é Y_ 






7 I. 


A 


YfcTi 


r _ 




O LOSP, 
WHAT AM I TO 
BELIEVE P 


/ 


/ 


y 


*r) 1 


\\ 


# i 


i ¿ 


THE SMU& P/E/EST HPP 
LOST H/S COMPL 4CEA/CY / 
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CHOKHA MELA 



WHV ACE VOÜ 
SIL EN T WHEN 
I CALL VOU SO 

PITEOUSLVP 


THE EIVEE ANP 
MEET THE MANI 
A6AIN. I MUST 
FOE MV OWN 
n SAKE. 


CHOKHA *S VOICE J HE*S 
CALLIN5 THE LOCO J W»LL 
THE LOEP APPEAS? WILL 
HE 5 PE Ah TO HÍM? 


VOU TOOh ME TO VOUfc 
HOU5E ONLV TO NAVE ME 
THeOWN OUT # I FOUNP 
VOU ONLV TO LOSE Á 
V VOU ASAIN. ^ 


ÍN >VyV> > 


CHOKHA! 
CAN I THEOW 
VOU OUT WHEN 
I AM WITHIN 
^ VOU ? 


HAVE VOU 


CHOKHA, THAT 
VOU TALh OF 
LOSING 
■V MEP 
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amar chura katha 
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CHOKHA MELA 





...SUT H£ PIO O0£V 
V OCDECS ANP LEAVE 
PANDHAEPUR. . 






NCT COME IN 
/VIV WAV, INSTEAP 
I CAME HESE 
ANP 5PI6P CN 

HJM. 



H4PE MS WAV 
wef A5S71 


MACH TEM.°lB 

THAAt E\E%. 



L 



t H.AVE ACTEP 
PESPCABCV. WHAT 
CM&HT PiP I NAVE 
TO 6 P* ON HíS 
INNOCENT 
G AMES? 

Ífll a* 







































































































































































AMAR CHURA KATHA 



H/S EHES AMD GAZED UJOOm 
fDOL. POR THE P/RST 7/ME 
HE REñLLW SAW T HE DE/T9. f 



THEN H/S SAZE PELL OM A CHEEH CP I 


HE GUBBEP H/S EHES...AMD LOOHED AGA/M. 



IT IS SWOLLEN* 
UNMIST/AKA0LH 

, SWOLLEM J v 


O GOP, X 
focgive ME j 

CHOCHA) FOZGIVE 
ME. WHAT A POOL? 
WHA7 AN IGMORANT 
i POOL I HAVE BEEN} 

OH , WHAT 

a siNNEte; y 


THE MAHAZ... 

I HIT THE 
MAhAñ ON MIS 


orr\ 


‘ JA 
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CHOKHA MELA 



H/HEM 
/POLy 


ROSE PROM THE POOT OP 
WAS A D/PPEREMT MAM. 


BV 

PE/CSeCUTING 
CHOKHA I HAVE 


GOP HIMSELP. 




REMQRSE HE WEMT SACA ACROSS 
THE E/USe TO CHOHHA ’S HUT AMD PELL 
\AT H/S AEET. [ 

CHOKHA, I HAVE IVCOMGEP 1 
HOU. CO*\E> I &EG VOU, ' 

FOe MV SAKE, COME 




CHOHHA WEMT W/TH THE PR/EST AMD WHEM THE y 


LOOhJ SEE WHAT 
I HAVE PONE TO 
THE LORD. TO HIS 



| CHOHHA STAVED OH AT PAhDHARPLR^ COHPCS/H ¿¡ 
ABHAMSS OM H/S EXPER/EMCES /M T HE SE4RCH 


TO Th/S DAH !M WAHA&ASHTEA . 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 



WHEN PANDURANGA CAME 70 H/M, PUNCAUKA, H/$ DE VOTES, WPS 
BUS* L00K/N6 ArrsR H/S PGED PARENTE. HE PUSHED P 8RICK 
TOWPRDS THE LORD— THE ONLH SEAT HE COULD OPPER 70 THE 




/T JS /M TH/S CLPSS/C POSTURE THPT ME 
ptMD THE /MPGE OP PPNDURANGA TOPAN 
/N THE TEMPLE OP PANDHARPUR ON THE 
BANK OP THE 


~™.~ukhwh i.HME 70 BE KNOm AS V/YhALA — P PERtVATJVE OP B/TTIDEI 


PANSURANGA, WHO BLESSED PUNDALIK A 


WHEN B/TT/PEVA V/SHNUVPRDHPNA, THE 
HOHSALA K/N6 PROM KARNATAKA... 


**•BUILT A HOUSE POR PUNDPUKA VARADA 
PANDURAN'GA* - 


CHOKHA MELA 



LATERj SPNT MAM ADE VA SAMO 


H/S L00K3 MERE $0 PLEAS/MG 7HAT 
KR/SHNADEVA PAVA , THE V/JAVANAGARA 
EMPEROR ... (- 'Mg - 


THE KAN ADA V/THALA /$ STAMD/M6 OM 
THE BANKS OP 8H/VARA ( BH/MA ). 
THE i DAR$HAN > OP THE ' KAN ADÍA 75 60C 
H/S LOOKS ARE PLEASING? 


TOOK V/THALA AWAN TO H/S OWM 
CAPITAL, HAMP/. i- 


INALKED TO HAMO/ S/NGING THE PRA/SES 
OP THE LORD. ..y -- 


H/M SACK HOME 


? 



UNAN ESHWAR f MAMADEVA } EKANATH t Tl/kARAM PuRANDARA PASA 
AMD MAMH OTHER SA/MTS PROM MAHARA5HTRA AND KARN*7AkA | ( 

LOOKED 70 PUMDAUKA - V/THALA -PANDURANdA - V/THALA _ 

POR /NSP/RA t/om. 


AND TO TH/S DAN VARKAR/S, OR P/LGR/M6 TV 
PANDHARPUR, UNCERTA*£ VARt—JOURNEUS AT 
REGULAR / M7ERVALS — TV THE TEMPLE OP V/THALA . 
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